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Indian community, and that he had received a petition from [some]
Indians requesting that the law be retained.
The Committee [of the British Indian Association] met on the
same day at 11 o'clock. It was resolved at the meeting to wait for a
week. The meeting was attended by Mr. Essop Mia, Chairman, and
a large number of other Indians. It was also resolved that, if no final
reply was received from General Smuts, a meeting should be held on
Sunday, to which all the Indian [delegates] from outside Johannesburg
should also be invited and that the matter should then be made public.
LETTER TO SMUTS
After the meeting, Mr. Gandhi wrote the following letter to General
Smuts.1
How many of the demands made in this letter will be conceded
depends on the community's courage.
Wednesday [June 16, 19Q8]
DISCUSSION ON ACT IN ENGLAND
There is a cable in today's papers saying that this question is being
discussed in England, and another to the effect that it has been decided
to repeal the obnoxious Act, and that committees have been set up in
India to work for the protection of rights of Indians abroad.
Sir Richard Solomon gave an incomplete reply [to a question] on this
subject and said that the Asiatic Act would be amended, not repealed.
I, for one, attach no importance to this reply.
The lesson to be drawn from the foregoing cable is that satya-
graha has struck deep roots and will daily grow in strength. It also sug-
gests that Mr. Ritch is ever active in England in the service of duty,
without a moment's respite.
"PRETORIA NEWS"
Pretoria News says:2
We understand that, according to General Smuts3 promise to
Mr. Gandhi, the Act will be repealed and that voluntary registra-
tion will be legalized under the Immigrants' [Restriction] Act.
It will also contain a provision for appeal to a court of law. This
amendment is to be made in response to suggestions from the
Imperial Government. *
This paragraph appears in the news columns. Commenting on it,
the editor says:3
1 This letter has not been re-translated. For the English texta vide "Letter to
General Smuts*', pp. 29O-2.
2 & 3 The translations that follow have been collated with the English texts in
Opmm, 20-6-1908.